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in the allowance of paintings and mosaics in our
churches, quite separate from the idea of an idol,
which we disallow.

Adrian made a long but feeble reply to the
Caroline Books. The great Frankish Council of
Frankfort, in 794, which had the double character
of an imperial diet and an ecclesiastical synod, and
was presided over by Karl in person, held in strong
terms the views of the Caroline Books; indeed, it
appears to be far from certain that they were pub-
lished before the Council was held. Alcuin, though
he had not proceeded beyond deacons' orders, was
admitted to the Council on account of his learning.
The Council spoke with contempt of the Greek
synod; showed no regard to the Roman view;
refused both adoration and service of all kinds to
images. It was a tremendously independent blow
to the Pope as an arbiter of faith and morals. But
Karl was much too important a person in the eyes
of the Pope to be quarrelled with, and Adrian re-
mained on excellent terms with him. Adrian died
in 796, when his successor Leo sent the keys of the
Confessio of St. Peter and the standard of the City
of Rome to Karl, and begged him to send some of
his chief men to Rome, to bind the people of Rome
by oath to subjection and fidelity to the Pope.

These Caroline Books are so important in their
unexpected bearing on the current belief on the
nature of the real Presence in the Holy Eucharist,
that we must look into their phrases with some
little care.

In the second book of the four Libri Carolini
Karl deals with the question of the adoration of
images. In the twenty-seventh chapter he argues